AMENDMENTS 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (cancelled without prejudice) A method of multicasting announcements in 
a communication network, the method comprising: 

establishing an address in a memory; 
forming an announcement; 

determining when the announcement will be played to the address; and 
broadcasting the announcement to the address. 

2. (cancelled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 further comprising 
communicating the address to a device, and retrieving the announcement from the address.T 

3. (cancelled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 wherein the 
annoimcement is a tone. 

4. (cancelled without prejudice) The method of claim 3 4 wherein the tone is 
a call-ringing tone. 

5. (cancelled without prejudice) The method of claim 4 wherein the tone is a 
call-routing tone. 

6. (currently amended) A system of providing multicasting 
announcements, the system comprising: 



a caller device; 

a proxy coupled to the caller device; 

a called party d e vice, th e called party d e vice coupl e d to th e proxy; 

an announcement server, the announcement server coupled to the proxy, the 
announcement server determining when selected announcements will be played to a plurality of 
addresses in a memory and continuously broadcasting the selected aimouncements to the an 
addresses in tiie a memory, the aimouncement server conmiunicating the plurality of addresses to 
the proxy; 

wherein the proxy conmiunicates an ^ address of the plurality of addresses to the caller 
device; and 

wherein the caller device retrieves an ^ aimouncement from the address. 

7. (currently amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the aimouncement 
received by the caller device is a tone. 

8. (currently amended) The system of claim 6 wherein tho tone is a ringing 
tefte the caller device switches from receiving the first announcement by listening on the first 
multicast address to receiving a second announcement of the plurality of announcements by 
listening on a second multicast address received from the proxy . 

9. (currently amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the plurality of 

announcements transmitted by the announcement server are transmitted according to the Real 
Time Protocol. Tho system of claim 8 whoroin tho tone is a call routing tone . 



10. (canceled without prejudice) The system of claim 7 wherein the message is an 
INVITE message. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A m e thod of multicasting announc e m e nts, th e 
m e thod comprising: 

det e rmining wh e n an INVITE m e ssag e will b e transmitt e d to a call e d party d e vic e ; 
transmitting th e INVITE m e ssag e to th e a call e d party d e vic e : 

r e c e iving r e sponsively to the INVITE message, a response message from the called party 
d e vic e , the response message including a Real Time Protocol d e stination addr e ss; and 

locating th e R e al Tim e Protocol d e stination addr e ss and obtaining a broadcast e d 
announc e m e nt from th e R e al Tim e Protocol d e stination addr e ss. 

A method for multicasting announcements, comprising: 

transmitting at least one announcement to at least one multicast address of a plurality of 

multicast addresses: 

transmitting the plurality of multicast addresses to a proxy: 

establishing a call between a caller device and a called party device via the proxy. 

wherein the proxy transmits the at least one multicast address of the plurality of multicast 

addresses to the caller device, and the caller device receives the at least one multicast address: 
determining when to listen to a received multicast address at the caller device: 
listening to the received multicast address at the caller device to receive the at least one 

announcement. 



12. (currently amended) The method of claim 11 wherein the at least one 

announcement is a call routing tone. 



13. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the at least one 
announcement is a ringing ton e transmitted according to the Real Time Protocol . 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 11 wherein the proxy 
transmits the at least one multicast address of the plurality of multicast addresses to the caller 
device respons e m e ssag e is in a "100 Trying" message. 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 11 wherein the proxy 
transmits the at least one multicast address of the plurality of multicast addresses to the caller 
device r e spons e m e ssag e is in a "180 Ringing" message. 

16. (currently amended) A method of multicasting announcements, the 
method comprising: 

establishing ae a plurality of multicast addresses; 

forming a plurality of announcements; 

choosing a first multicast address from the plurality of multicast addresses; 

choosing a first announcement from the plurality of announcements; 

transmitting the first multicast address to a caller device via a proxy; 

determining when the first announcement will be transmitted to the first multicast 

address; and 



transmitting the first announcement to the first multicast address. 
determining when the plurality of announcements will be played to the address; 
playing the plurality of announc e m e nts to a distinct addr e ss in a m e mory d e vic e ; and 
allowing multiple e ntities to r e tri e v e th e announc e m e nt from any of th e distinct 
address e s. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 16 wh e r e in th e announc e m e nt 
being played at a particular addr e ss is switch e d substantially imm e diat e ly to anoth e r 
announcem e nt fiirther comprising: 

choosing a second multicast address from the plurality of multicast addresses; 
choosing a second announcement from the plurahty of announcements; 
transmitting the second multicast address to the caller device via a proxy; 
determining when the second announcement will be transmitted to the second multicast 
address; 

transmitting the second announcement to the second multicast address. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17 wherein each of the announcements is a 

tone. 

19. (currently amended) An announcement server comprising: 
means for initiating the broadcasting multicasting of announcements; 

means for determining €fft a plurality of addresses to broadcast multicast the 
announcements; 



means for determining when the announcements will be played transmitted to the 

addresses; 

means for communicating the addr e ss plurality of addresses to a proxy, the proxy 
communicating the addr e ss plurality of addresses to a caller device; and 

means for broadcasting multicasting the announcements to the addr e ss plurality of 
addresses . 

20. (currently amended) The announcement server of claim 19 wherein 
means for multicasting the announcements to the plurality of addresses includes means for 
continuously multicasting the announcements to the plurality of addresses . A m e thod of 
determining announc e m e nts, th e m e thod comprising: 

initiating th e broadcasting of announc e m e nts; 
d e t e rmining an addr e ss to broadcast th e announc e m e nts; 
dotormining whon tho announcomonts will bo played to tho address; 
communicating the address to a proxy, the proxy communicating the address to a caller 
device; and 

continuously broadcasting the announcements to the address. 

21. (currently amended) The announcement server of claim 19. further 
comprising means for a caller device to switch between receiving two announcements. A system 
of multicasting announcomonts in a communication network, tho system comprising: 

moans for establishing an address in a memory; 
moans for forming an announcement; and 
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for determining when the 
for broadcasting the annoi 



nt will be played to the address; 
the address. 



22. (currently amended) The system of claim 21 further comprising means 
for communicating the address to a device, and a means for retrieving the announcement from 
the address. 

23. (currently amended) The system of claim 2i 19 wherein the 
announcem e nt is a ton e announcements are tones . 

24. (currently amended) The system of claim 23 wherein th e ton e a tone used for 
announcements is a call-ringing tone. 

25. (currently amended) The system of claim 23 wherein the tone a tone 
used for announcements is a call-routing tone. 

26. (currently amended) A computer readable medium having stored therein 
instructions for causing a processing unit to execute the following method: 

establishing a plurality of multicast addresses: 
forming a plurality of announcements: 

choosing a first multicast address from the plurality of multicast addresses: 
choosing a first announcement from the plurality of announcements: 
transmitting the first multicast address to a caller device via a proxy: 




determining when the first announcement will be transmitted to the first multicast 

address; and 

transmitting the first announcement to the first multicast address. 
establishing an address in a m e mory; 

forming an announcement; 

d e t e rmining when the announcement will be played to th e address; and 
broadcasting th e announc e m e nt to th e addr e ss. 



27. (cancelled without prejudice) A computer readable medium having stored 

therein instructions for causing a processing unit to execute the following method: 
initiating the broadcasting of announcements; 
determining an address to broadcast the announcements; 
determining when the announcements will be played to the address; 
communicating the address announcements to a proxy, the proxy communicating the 
s to a caller device; and 

i ntinuously broadcasting the announcements to the address. 



28. (cancelled without prejudice) A computer program for processing 
announcements, the program comprising: 

first code for establishing an address in a memory; 

second code for forming an announcement; and 

third code for broadcasting the announcement on the address. 
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29. (canceled without prejudice) A computer program for processing 
announcements, the program comprising: 

first code for initiating the broadcasting of announcements; 

second code for determining an address to broadcast the announcements; 

third code for communicating the announcements to a proxy, the proxy contmiunicating 
the address to a caller device; and 

fourth code for broadcasting the announcements to the address. 
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